ISSN:2583-3200 Volume.4, 2024 IF: 4.426 Frequency: Annual

International Journal
of
Innovations in Liberal Arts

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10999505
Assessing the Need of Weapons for Global Peace

Nivrani Boro

Amity School of Liberal Arts
Amity University Haryana, India

Received: NOV. 15, 2023 Accepted: JAN. 23, 2024 Published: FEB. 28, 2024

ABSTRACT

The first thing that any person would tell you regarding the need to have weapons has to be
personal defense. An individual would ask for a handgun or a rifle to protect himself or
herself. A nation would opt for weapons of mass destruction. The higher the stakes deadlier
the weapons. The world once was bipolar but today its multipolar with more and more nations
joining the arms race all in the name of defending themselves and from here the question
arises, if weapons are to save ourselves then what if there were no weapons at all, we won’t
need saving from anything but over again human mind and body are a weapon in itself
designed to inflict pain on others. They say we have these to defend to ourselves but will have
the deadliest mods on board. After all these are made to kill not to protect. If somehow, we
manage to achieve a society free of weapons, then that society would likely be safer more
peaceful and more focused on improving the quality of life. However, achieving this goal would
require significant changes. Maintaining global peace is a complex and multifaceted
challenge. While aspirations for a world without weapons persist, the reality of our current
global landscape necessitates a careful evaluation of the need for weapons in achieving
sustainable peace. These abstract aims to explore and assess the role of weapons in ensuring
global peace by considering various perspectives, including the principles of deterrence,
sovereignty, conflict resolution, and disarmament efforts.
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INTRODUCTION

The primary focus of this research paper is to determine the use of weapons
for peacekeeping and how would a society look without them. We will also
have a look at the amount of money and resources that are spent every year
in maintenance and development of such armament which could be diverted
towards other useful purposes. Weapons play a significant role in shaping
global peace, as they possess the ability to both protect and threaten nations.
The assessment of the needs of weapons for global peace is a complex and
multifaceted undertaking, requiring an understanding of various factors such



as geopolitical dynamics, military capabilities, and potential threats. This
research paper aims to explore and analyze the demands and requirements
of weapons in establishing sustainable peace worldwide. Through a
comprehensive examination of these factors, this study seeks to contribute to
the ongoing discourse on the role of weapons in maintaining global harmony.

Background of the study

The pursuit of global peace has always been a paramount concern for nations
worldwide. Achieving and maintaining peace requires a comprehensive
understanding of the factors that influence conflict and stability. One
important aspect that merits examination is the role of weapons in shaping
the dynamics of global peace.

The topic of assessing the needs of weapons for global peace calls for a
thorough investigation into the various dimensions involved. It necessitates
an analysis of the types and quantities of weapons possessed by different
countries, their military doctrines, and the geopolitical factors that influence
their decision-making processes related to arms acquisition and deployment.
Understanding these aspects is crucial to comprehending the complex
relationship between weapons and global peace.

Weapons play a significant role in maintaining the balance of power between
nations and deter potential adversaries. They shape the dynamics of conflict
by acting as tools of offense, defense, or deterrence. Armed forces rely on
weapons to protect their national interests, ensure national security, and
maintain stability both domestically and internationally.

However, the relationship between weapons and global peace is not
straightforward. While a certain level of armament might be necessary to deter
aggression and maintain stability, an excessive buildup of weapons can lead
to an increase in tensions and risks of conflict. Hence, striking the right
balance in assessing the needs for weapons becomes critical to achieving and
sustaining global peace.

Overall, by conducting a comprehensive study on the needs of weapons for
global peace, policymakers, military strategists, and researchers can gain
insights into the complex relationship between weapons and peace. This
understanding can assist in formulating effective arms control measures,
disarmament initiatives, and peace-building efforts to promote stability and
security on a global scale. Ultimately, the research outcomes can contribute
to fostering a more peaceful and secure world for future generations.

Research gap

One research gap in assessing the needs of weapons for global peace lies in
the lack of comprehensive studies that examine the efficacy of disarmament
initiatives. While there have been numerous efforts made by international



organizations and governments to reduce the proliferation of weapons and
promote non-violence, there is a limited understanding of their long-term
impact. It is essential to examine whether these initiatives have been
successful in achieving their intended goals or if they have inadvertently led
to a shift in the balance of power and increased tensions between nations.
Additionally, little research has been conducted on the specific needs of
different regions and cultures in relation to disarmament. Understanding
these contextual factors is crucial for developing targeted strategies that
address the unique challenges faced by each region. By bridging this research
gap, policymakers and practitioners can make informed decisions to foster
global peace effectively.

Statement of the problem

In today's complex global landscape, where conflicts and tensions persist,
assessing the needs of weapons for global peace is a critical matter. The
statement encompasses the challenge of understanding the necessary and
proportional deployment of weapons to maintain and foster peace worldwide.
It requires a comprehensive analysis of factors such as geopolitical dynamics,
regional rivalries, and the ever-evolving nature of warfare. This problem
revolves around the delicate balance between deterring aggression, promoting
stability, and mitigating the risks of arms proliferation, ensuring that weapons
are effectively used to foster global peace rather than exacerbating conflict. A
thorough examination of this issue is vital to inform policy decisions,
strengthen international cooperation, and strive towards a safer and more
harmonious world.

Research objectives

1. To explore the historical perspective of weapons and their role in
maintaining global peace.

2. To analyze the current global security landscape and identify potential
threats to peace.

3. To examine the role of emerging technologies (such as artificial
intelligence and autonomous weapons) in shaping the future of global
peace.

4. To analyze the socioeconomic factors that drive the demand for

weapons and their impact on peacekeeping efforts.

. To understand the purpose of manufacturing weapons.

6. To assess whether the use of weapons is essential in establishing peace
in society.

7. To determine whether a weapons free society can give a peaceful life.

Ul

Research questions



1. What is the historical relationship between the presence of weapons
and the prevalence of conflicts or peacekeeping efforts on a global scale?

2. How do countries assess their national security needs and determine
the types and quantities of weapons necessary for maintaining global
peace?

3. What are the potential implications and risks associated with the
militarization of space in preserving global peace?

4. To what extent can the efforts toward disarmament contribute to the
ultimate goal of achieving global peace?

5. What is the need to manufacture weapons and make constant

improvements?

How are weapons impactful in maintain peace?

. How will the future of a weapons free society would look like?
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Significance of the study

The significance of this study lies in its assessment of the needs for weapons
in the pursuit of global peace. In today's interconnected world, peace has
become an essential goal for international relations, and understanding the
dynamics of weapons utilization is crucial in achieving this objective. By
examining the specific needs for weapons, policymakers and stakeholders can
better comprehend the factors that contribute to conflicts and devise
strategies to promote peace effectively. Moreover, this study can provide
insights into the arms industry and military spending, enabling nations to
allocate resources more efficiently and redirect funds towards sustainable
development and diplomacy. Ultimately, this research can contribute to a
more comprehensive and informed approach to global security fostering a
safer and more peaceful world for future generations.

Limitations of the study

There are several limitations that need to be considered when assessing the
needs of weapons for global peace. Firstly, the availability of comprehensive
and accurate data can be a significant limitation. Gathering reliable
information on the global arsenal of weapons, including both conventional
and nuclear, can be challenging. Many countries do not disclose complete or
accurate information about their weapon stockpiles, making it difficult to
obtain a complete and up-to-date picture.

Secondly, assessing the needs of weapons for global peace requires a deep
understanding of the geopolitical landscape and ongoing conflicts. However,
conflicts are complex and often multifaceted, making it hard to quantify the
precise amount and type of weaponry required to restore or maintain peace.
Factors such as political motivations, historical tensions, and cultural
differences can all contribute to the complexity of these assessments.



Furthermore, there are ethical considerations when discussing the needs of
weapons for global peace. The principle of non-violence and the promotion of
peaceful methods to resolve conflicts have gained significant attention in
recent years. Therefore, any study or assessment that advocates for the use
of weapons must carefully consider the potential consequences and the
potential for escalation or unintended harm.

Lastly, external factors such as political, economic, and technological changes
can impact the accuracy of any study on assessing the needs of weapons for
global peace. The dynamic nature of international relations and the rapid
advancements in military technology make it challenging to predict future
needs accurately.

Literature review

Assessing the needs of weapons for global peace is a complex and contentious
topic. Within the realm of literature, various perspectives and arguments arise
that examine the role of weapons in maintaining or undermining global peace.
Proponents argue that certain weapons, such as nuclear deterrence, can
effectively prevent conflict by creating a balance of power between nations.
They contend that possessing a credible means of retaliation deter potential
aggressors and ensure global stability. This viewpoint is often rooted in realist
approaches to international relations, which emphasize the importance of
power and security in state interactions. However, critics of this perspective
highlight the inherent risks and dangers associated with weapons,
particularly those of mass destruction. They argue that reliance on weapons
perpetuates a cycle of fear, escalation, and mistrust among nations,
ultimately increasing the likelihood of conflict. Furthermore, the widespread
availability of weapons, particularly small arms, and light weapons,
contributes to the proliferation of violence and conflicts, particularly in
regions plagued by insecurity and political instability. Considering this
literature, the assessment of the needs of weapons for global peace requires a
comprehensive analysis, carefully weighing the potential benefits against the
potential risks and recognizing the importance of addressing root causes of
conflicts such as inequality, poverty, and political grievances.

METHODOLOGY

The present research has used qualitative research design as the nature of
required data was purely textual in nature. For data collection, the study used
open-ended questionnaire and document analysis. As for data analysis, the
study used textual analysis and narrative analysis to analyse the collected
data for the study.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION



This research inquiries into analyzing the role of weapons in maintaining
global peace by examining various dimensions. It starts by defining global
peace through absence of conflict and emphasizes the significance of
diplomacy. While weapons serve as deterrents, the study stresses robust
diplomatic efforts and arms control to prevent conflict escalation. It also
considers technological advancements' ethical implications and highlights the
importance of sustainable peacebuilding alongside weapon use. This
multifaceted analysis aims to guide policymakers in balancing weapon use for
lasting global peace.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, conducting a thorough assessment of the needs of weapons for
global peace is a complex and multifaceted task. The research paper explored
the various dimensions and factors that contribute to this assessment,
considering factors such as historical conflicts, global power dynamics, and
evolving security threats. Through an analysis of the existing literature and
case studies, it becomes evident that the role of weapons in achieving global
peace is nuanced. While some argue that a robust arsenal is necessary as a
deterrent against aggression and to maintain security, others believe that
disarmament can help foster trust, reduce the risk of conflicts, and redirect
resources towards development and humanitarian needs. The research
highlighted the importance of striking a delicate balance between addressing
security concerns and promoting peaceful resolutions to conflicts. It
emphasized the need for robust diplomatic efforts, international cooperation,
and multilateral agreements to manage tensions and prevent the proliferation
of weapons.

Furthermore, the research paper revealed that durable peace ultimately stems
from addressing root causes, such as poverty, inequality, and lack of access
to resources. Investing in social development, education, and sustainable
economic growth can mitigate conflicts and reduce the perceived need for
weapons. Overall, assessing the needs of weapons for global peace requires a
comprehensive understanding of the political, economic, and social contexts
within which conflicts arise. Achieving lasting peace requires a holistic
approach that combines responsible arms control, conflict resolution
mechanisms, and addressing the underlying structural issues. Only by
pursuing these strategies can the global community aspire to create a more
peaceful and secure world for all.

Implications and recommendations

1. Disarmament and Arms Control: Promote global disarmament efforts
through negotiation, treaty agreements, and arms control measures.
Reduce the number and types of weapons in circulation to minimize the
potential for conflict escalation.



2. Non-proliferation: Encourage states to refrain from acquiring or
developing new weapons, particularly weapons of mass destruction.
Strengthen and enforce existing non-proliferation treaties, such as the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT).

3. Confidence-building Measures: Foster trust and cooperation among
nations  through  confidence-building measures. Encourage
transparency, information sharing, and verification mechanisms to
enhance mutual understanding and reduce the risk of
misunderstandings.

4. Diplomatic Relations and Mediation: Emphasize the importance of
diplomacy and peaceful conflict resolution mechanisms. Encourage
nations to prioritize dialogue, negotiations, and mediation to resolve
disputes rather than resorting to armed conflict.

5. Investing in Peacebuilding: Allocate resources towards peacebuilding
efforts, including conflict prevention, post-conflict reconstruction, and
capacity building. Supporting initiatives that promote human rights,
social justice, and sustainable development can contribute to long-term
peace.

6. Embracing Technological Innovations Responsibly: Recognize the
potential risks associated with emerging technologies, such as
autonomous weapons systems, and ensure responsible development
and use. Establish international norms and agreements to regulate and
mitigate the potential negative consequences.

7. Promoting Education and Cultural Exchange: Foster a culture of peace
through education, promoting tolerance, empathy, and understanding
among different cultures and nations. Cultural exchange programs can
help build bridges and foster cooperation.

8. Prioritizing Human Security: Shift the focus from purely state-centric
security to a more holistic approach that emphasizes the well-being and
security of individuals. Protecting human rights, providing
humanitarian assistance, and supporting sustainable development can
contribute to long-term peace.
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